
 All children including visitors are welcome to join Sunday School today.  

Please bring children to the front of the church at the end of the first 

hymn. There is a colouring table at the back of the church for pre-school 

age children who wish to remain in church quietly with their parents. If 

children get restless, they can be taken to the church hall instead. 

 

Bush Telegraph  
Welcome to St Stephen’s 

17 June 2018 
Third Sunday after Trinity 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of 

your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to 

dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be 

brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Louisa Bowman, Safeguarding Officer   

Our Safeguarding Officer is the first person to speak  

to if you have any concerns around the welfare of a child or  

adult at risk.   07720 290596     

 
Kavita Abraham-Dowsing, Children’s Champion 

The Children’s Champion is here to be an advocate for all children in 

all areas of Parish life, making sure their views are heard and their 

needs are thought of.    07947 277728  

VICAR  The Rev Dr Bob Mayo 

  07969 090907 bob. mayo@london.anglican.org 

 Get in touch with any concern 

Follow him on twitter @RevBobMayo   www.ststephensw12.org 

Message from:  Rev Anne Cowley— Last September I reached the point where I 

was so exhausted that I had to step back from ministry in order to recover my 

equilibrium.  The healing needed to be both physical and emotional and this 

proved to be a slow process.  I have been very grateful for some strong support 

through that time and now I am so very much better.  I have seen some of you 

at the funerals of Jean and Mary, and it has reminded me of how deep is the place 

you hold in my heart.  It is therefore with great sadness that I think that the time 

has come for me to move on.  This has not been an easy decision to make, but 

I need to offer some support within my family situation which will draw me 

away, and I am also in discussion with Bishop Graham for where my ministry 

might best be deployed for the next period.  I will be coming back for a chance 

to say ‘farewell’, but I know that my words will be inadequate to convey my grat-

itude for all you have given me - from the early stages as a very raw curate and 

through the next ten years as we walked together.  God has been good to us, 

and He will continue to uphold us in all that lies ahead.  With my love and 

thanks, Anne 

Happening this week at St Stephen’s 
 

Monday   9.00 am Toddler Group   

Monday  12 noon Silver Screening Film Club 

Monday   6.00 pm Dinner & Film for rough sleepers 

Wednesday 7.00 pm Choir practice  

Thursday   6.30 pm Meditation group Call Sue for details on the Meditation  

    group on 07780 541492  

 

Call Bob for details 

of any of these 

events 

07969 090907 

Reading:  1 Samuel 16:6-13  

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed stands here before the LORD.”But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 

not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 

The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 

outward appearance, but the LORDlooks at the heart.”Then Jesse called 

Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 

“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass 

by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.”10 Jesse had seven 

of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not 

chosen these.” 11 

 

 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”“There is still the 

youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for 

him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”  So he sent for him and had him 

brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and hand-

some features.Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
3 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 

David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
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On the rotas at  
St Stephen’s 
 

 

 

Today 

Reading:   Ben Johnson 

Prayers:    George Anthony 

Refreshments:  Alexei & Irina Bykov 

& Family, Alex & Tara Legge, Sylvain  

& Solange Reviron 

  

Next Sunday 

Reading: Ben Johnson 

Prayers:  TBA 

Refreshments:  Tamare, Ela & Irina 

Czuruk, Robert & Diana Hardman, 

Alex & Dalia Seaborne 

Post Communion Prayer 

O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining and whose power we cannot com-

prehend: show us your glory as far as we can grasp it and shield us from knowing 

more than we can bear until we may look upon you without fear; through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour. 

Gospel:  Mark 4.26-34      Glory to you, O Lord 

 

Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus that he got into a boat and began to 

teach them using many parables. 26Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if some-

one would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, 

and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth pro-

duces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.’ 30Jesus also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 

what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown up-

on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 33With many such para-

bles he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak 

to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please join us for tea or coffee in the hall after the service. 

 

Our Bring and Share Lunch next Sunday will also mark St Thomas day 

 

NEXT SUNDAY JUNE 24TH  

BRING AND SHARE LUNCH & BARBEQUE 

To celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the arrival of  

HMT Empire Windrush on June 24, 1948 bringing more  

than 500 Caribbean men and women to Britain. 

 
ALTON MCDONALD 

will preach about the Windrush Foundation. 

Alton is the grandson-in-law of Sam King MBE,  

a Windrush Passenger who became Mayor of Southwark in 1983 

and was the country’s first black Mayor. 

Please sign the list at the back of the church and say if you can 

come and what you will bring. 

 

RENEE DARKEN 

On Sunday 3rd June, our dear Renee died peacefully,  

with family and friends around her.   
We will miss her cheerful wisdom, her quick wit and  
her great capacity for friendship.  
Renee’s funeral will be held at St Stephens at 11.30 on June 29th 

 

PICK UP BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesdays at 3pm 

A number of people have asked for a Bible Study group. Would you come to a 

Bible Study half hour before picking up children from school each Wednesday in 

term time?  Please speak to Bob if this could be for you.  07969 090907 

Baptism is a gift from God 
If you would like to have a child baptised, please speak to Bob. 

Do you have any photographs from 50 years that you can bring 

into church so that next week we can make a display of how Eng-

land looked in the 1950s  and 1960s  

FATHERS 

 

More than a million children are 

growing up without a father and 

numbers are set to increase  

(Centre for Social Justice) 

 

Father’s Day Prayer 

Bless all the fathers in the world.  

Father we ask that You guide 

them to be good  

role models and loving to their 

children.  We also ask that you 

help them to be a father like you 

are.  Give them grace and  

patience to handle situations in a 

loving way.  


