
The Prophet Samuel 

“It is not by strength that one prevails” 
1 Samuel 2:9 

A Study Guide 



It has been a long time since Moses, when God had come personally to 
fulfil a promise He made generations before. A promise that after a period of 
time under the oppression of the Egyptians, God would set the nation of 
Israel free and lead them back to the land that was once theirs. 


So came the Exodus and the wandering in the desert. Then the crossing of 
the river Jordan with Joshua and the beginning of the conquest over the 
land of Canaan. Israel, a nation of twelve large tribes, was nudging its way 
into a land that was occupied by others. In choosing ‘Judges’ - specific 
people with particular gifting - to lead the twelve tribes whenever there was 
crisis, God gave this fledgling nation temporary leaders to unify them 
against their enemies. 


The stories and characters we will be looking at in this mini series come 
from a time of wars and territorial conflicts. They form part of this young 
nation’s attempts to understand itself, working out how their internal 
governance would work with God at the helm while other nations had kings. 


Remember 
The Bible has a way of concealing deep truths in simple stories. If you read 
ahead I’m sure you’ll be able to pick up some of these truths. Hopefully we 
can, together, unearth a good portion of the treasure trove and nourish our 
lives by it. 

Introduction 
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1 Samuel 1:1-20 

The Birth of Samuel 

There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of 
Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son 
of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He had two wives; one was called 
Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 

3Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to 
the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of 
Eli, were priests of the Lord. 4Whenever the day came for Elkanah to 
sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her 
sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he 
loved her, and the Lord had closed her womb. 6Because the Lord had closed 
Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 7This went 
on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the Lord, her 
rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8Her husband Elkanah 
would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are 
you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 

9Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s 
house. 10 In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping 
bitterly. 11 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on 
your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give 
her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no 
razor will ever be used on his head.” 

12 As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was 
praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli 
thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How long are you going to stay 
drunk? Put away your wine.” 

15“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I 
have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to 
the Lord. 16 Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying 
here out of my great anguish and grief.” 



2 

17 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you 
have asked of him.” 

18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way 
and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 

19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then 
went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah, and 
the Lord remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel,[b] saying, “Because 
I asked the Lord for him.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7233b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7233b
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“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is 
deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was 
pouring out my soul to the LORD. Do not take your servant for 
a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great 
anguish and grief.”

1 Samuel 1:1-20 
Heard by God: Hannah’s prayer 

a) Desire 

Growing up I really badly wanted a bicycle. The situation wasn’t helped by the 
fact that a few of the kids we played with had bicycles. Though they would let 
us take turns at riding, there was never any sense of fairness with it. At any 
point they could decide not to let you have your turn and there would be 
nothing you could do but watch while others had fun.  

Hannah’s situation is very awkward. By today’s standards it would be 
unacceptable to be a second wife but in her context it was the norm. Though 
her husband loved her, her deeper desire was to bear a child. This was 
compounded further by the fact that her co-wife seemed to be able to churn 
them out. She would also add salt to the wound by mocking Hannah fairly 
regularly.  

Pause and ponder 

• What is your deepest desire: that thing that makes your face change 
shape whenever you are reminded that you don’t have it?  

• Why do you desire it? 

• Would you be content in life without it? 

• Because of what she hoped for, Hannah couldn’t receive the love her 
husband had for her. Is your desire blinding you from the good things you 
already have?  
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b) Prayer 

The temple in Israel stood in a place called Shiloh. It was the one place on 
earth where God was most present; where the space between heaven and 
earth was thinnest. All Israelites would have believed it to be true because they 
would have grown up with the stories of the powerful God who as a pillar fire 
led their ancestors through the wilderness. This same God had given 
instructions on how to build the temple. When the temple was finished, his 
presence like a thick cloud filled it. The temple thus, with all the different 
purification rituals, was the place where everyone came close to God in order 
to receive forgiveness or to bring before Him what was on their hearts.  

Elkanah, Hannah’s husband, made this yearly pilgrimage to Shiloh to offer 
sacrifices to God. For Hannah, this presented an opportunity to bring before 
God the anguish of her deep desire.  

As the story goes, When Eli the priest notices Hannah praying, he assumes 
that she is drunk because of the manner in which Hannah is pleading before 
God. Hannah’s description of what she is actually doing is probably the most 
inspirational way to define what prayer is.  

“…I was pouring out my soul to the LORD.”  

A good friend would be present to hear you laugh, and laugh alongside you. 
They would also be present to hear you weep, and weep alongside you. If they 
had the power to change your circumstances, they would. A good father might 
let you fall off your bicycle a few times as you learn how to ride.  

Pause and ponder 

• Do you talk to God? If so, how and when?  

• What would it look like for you to ‘pour our your soul to the LORD’? 

• Do you have some prayers that have been answered? 

• Do you have some prayers that have not been answered?  
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c) Response 

It isn’t always the case that such a prayer is answered positively. The reason 
Hannah receives this child, I think, is because of the child himself. Once we are 
done with the mini series looking at his life, look back at this part of the story to 
see if you agree or disagree.  

Hannah, in her prayer of anguish, had made a bargain with God.  

“O LORD Almighty, if you would only look upon your servant’s misery 
and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, 

then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life…” 

When she finally receives this child, she keeps her vow - uncertain as to 
whether she would be able to conceive again.  

The name she gives him is Samuel (Shem HaElohim), which means either ‘God 
heard’ or ‘name of God’ or - my favourite - ‘God’s reputation’. Because of the 
peculiarity of the language, it could mean all three.  

So what are we to do with a God who hears, a God whose reputation is good - 
even through anguish? Hannah’s example is a good but tough one: we are to 
return to Him the objects of our desire so that they may be used for his 
purposes and not ours (its always better when those two align). 

Pause and ponder 

• When was the last time you counted your blessings? Why not try now?  

• How do you respond to God’s generosity? What do you give back? 

Take time to pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name… 
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1 Samuel 1:1-20 

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of 
the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely 
see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. 

8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go 
and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 
will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will 
carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to 
end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he 
knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to 
restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house 
will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’”
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15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of 
the Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, 
“Samuel, my son.” 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God 
deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told 
you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, 
“He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s 
words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognised 
that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to 
appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 
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The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something 
in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it 
tingle…”

1 Samuel 3:1-21 
The calling of Samuel 

a) Divine Silence 

“In those days the word of the LORD was rare; 
there were not many visions” 

Why would God, having brought them this far, choose to stay silent? The 
answer is simple, no one was actually listening.  

The book of Judges chronicles the way in which Israel would turn to God when 
things were tough but very quickly turn away when things were better. Things 
would go downhill, they would plead with God for help and God would choose 
someone from among them to lead them through the crisis. Time and time 
again, however, when things were brighter they would turn away from God and 
worship idols.  

The second part of chapter two describes for us how this corruption had made 
its way into the priesthood. Rather than allow what was for God to go to God, 
the priests (Eli’s sons) were taking some of the juiciest parts of the sacrificial 
steak for themselves. Worse still, Eli - their dad - wasn’t doing anything to stop 
them.  

So if the people and the priests both aren’t listening, why speak? 

As the story goes, God sent someone to warn Eli about what was to come and 
then went quiet.  

But is God petty? Is He the kind of person to just give up and sit in hump while 
others have their way? No! The silence is patience, for God had a plan for 
Israel.
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b) A young world-changer 

We don’t know when exactly God decided to stop speaking through Eli and his 
sons. In fact, the story of Samuel is introduced to us through the perspective of 
Samuel’s family dynamics rather than by a lens on the nation’s faith in God. So 
we aren’t to know whether the divine silence begun before or after Samuel’s 
conception. It is introduced to us as a ‘by-the-way’, to give us an idea of just 
how rare it was for someone in those days to hear from God. 

This wasn’t the first time God chose to use someone young. It wasn’t going to 
be the last. What is peculiar about this moment is that Samuel is still a child.  

Pause and ponder 

• Do you believe God speaks to people? 

• Do you believe He would speak to you? If not why?  

or  

• Have you ever had the sense that God was speaking to you? 

c) Response 

Young Samuel didn’t know it was God speaking because he had never heard 
this voice before. He had to be taught how to respond. He then put it into 
practise and it steered the course of his life.  

Take time to pray 

“Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening” 
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1 Samuel 5:1-12 

After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to 
Ashdod. 2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside 
Dagon. 3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was 
Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! They took 
Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But the following morning when they 
rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of 
the Lord! His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the 
threshold; only his body remained. 5 That is why to this day neither the priests 
of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the 
threshold. 

6 The Lord’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he 
brought devastation on them and afflicted them with tumors. 7 When the 
people of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the god of 
Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy on us and on 
Dagon our god.” 8 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and 
asked them, “What shall we do with the ark of the god of Israel?” 

They answered, “Have the ark of the god of Israel moved to Gath.” So they 
moved the ark of the God of Israel. 

9 But after they had moved it, the Lord’s hand was against that city, throwing it 
into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with 
an outbreak of tumors. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. 

As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They 
have brought the ark of the god of Israel around to us to kill us and our 
people.” 11 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, 
“Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will 
kill us and our people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was 
very heavy on it. 12 Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the 
outcry of the city went up to heaven. 
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Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own 
place…

1 Samuel 5:1-12 
God amongst His people 

a) What a strange box! 

How do you remember the story of your family?  

There was a time when every family had a series of printed photo albums (it 
may still be the case). These would be brought out whenever there was a 
guest or if one of the children wanted to know a little bit more about their family 
history. The albums were usually kept somewhere safe and great care was 
taken to preserve them. Nowadays pictures are on telephones or computers, 
and maybe a few on the walls or mantelpieces.  

But imagine a world without cameras! How would all the memories be kept?  

The story of Israel is an incredible one. They were the ones that the God who 
made heaven and earth had chosen to be His people on earth. This was 
evident in the stories they told from generation to generation; stories about 
their forefathers like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; stories like the one about 
Jacob. 
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Time and time again, God had rocked up and intervened in history to help and 
guide them. Like when they were slaves, He came and saved them. And when 
on their journey through the desert they were hungry, He gave them bread from  
heaven. 

But human beings aren’t good at remembering. God knew this. So he gave 
instructions for them to make something that would act like their photo album. 
It would hold snapshots of their history, with the wonder-full stories of God in 
their midst. That’s how this box comes about.  

The ark contained the stone tablets with the ten commandments, carved by 
Moses at God’s instructions. It contained ‘manna’, that strange bread from 
heaven. It also contained Aaron’s staff (maybe do some homework to find out 
more about why this was significant.  

And because it was precious to God, because it would remind His people that 
He was their God, God ensured His presence was felt strongest near the Ark. it 
sat in the holiest place in the temple and was responsible for some really weird 
and wonderful things happening. It was a clear sign that God was among His 
people.  

b) Tales of the Lost Ark: a warning and an encouragement 

If a thief broke in and stole all your family photos, 1) they would be weird for 
doing so and 2) they won’t know the real value of what they have. The photos 
will just fill space.  

Israel had lost the recognition of just how valuable the Ark, and God’s own 
presence, was to them as a people. So God allows for the Philistines to be 
victorious. My hunch is that this part of the story is both to warn and to 
encourage.  

Warning 

Both to Israel and also to the Phillistines God asks why they take lightly things 
to do with God. How often do we take for granted the things and people 
graciously given to us by Him? 
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Encouragement 

God’s purpose was always to have His home - physically - among His people. 
He will resist any other place until He is with those whom He loves (despite 
their foolishness).  

This was true then, and is true now.  

Pause and ponder 

How precious do you think it would be to know God as present in your life? 
What difference would it make to you?  

In what ways can you remind yourself daily that God wan’t to make His home 
within you?  

Take time to pray 

“Immanuel, come make your home in me.”  

Ps: Immanuel means ‘God with Us’.  It is Jesus’ name. 
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1 Samuel 8:1-22 
When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders. 2 The name 
of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they 
served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned 
aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your 
ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he 
prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are 
saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as 
their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt 
until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to 
you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the 
king who will reign over them will claim as his rights.” 

10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for 
a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his 
rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and 
horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be 
commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his 
ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and 
equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 
cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive 
groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and 
of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your male and 
female servants and the best of your cattle[c] and donkeys he will take for his 
own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become 
his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you 
have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 
king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us 
and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before 
the Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” 

Then Samuel said to the Israelites, “Everyone go back to your own town.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7386c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7386c
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“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they 
have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they 
have done from the day I brought them out of Egypt until this day, 
forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you…”

1 Samuel 8:1-22 
“Give us a king!” 

a) Go Compare 

“…now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 

Evaluating your circumstances isn’t a bad thing. Israel could see that there was 
an issue. Before Samuel was born, their priests were not doing what they were 
supposed to. And because goodness isn’t hereditary, Samuel’s own sons were 
also acting in a bad way. Looking around was a response to the question of 
how to improve things.  

Have you ever said to yourself, I’d be happier if…?  

Every feel like you are not like everyone else?  

On one level, the Israelites were right in spotting that they weren’t like everyone 
else. They were also right in recognising that things weren’t okay. But rather 
than really looking at what it was that made them unique, they looked at what 
would make them ‘normal’. They ‘compared the market’.  

b) A unique people 

What was being missed by Israel was that they were a unique people. They 
were the ones to whom God had chosen to reveal Himself. They were the ones 
into whose lives He had intervened, into whose midst He had chosen to make 
His home. This was something very unique in history - and still is.  

The problem for Israel wasn’t that they were unique, the problem was that they 
didn’t embrace the unique way of living to which they were being called. Just 
as an unfaithful partner can ruin a relationship, Israel’s issue wasn’t the one 
who was faithful but the bit in their hearts that was always looking over the 
fence. The bit that wanted out, that wanted whatever ‘normal’ was. 
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c) Normal? 

Normal would mean a life without God. It would mean trying to work out for 
yourselves how to manage life in a world where the strong got what they 
wanted and the weak just had to lump it. It would mean not having any clarity 
on your future, no real anchor in the past, and an endless search for meaning.  

The nations that surrounded Israel were renown for their very inhumane 
practises. Practises such as child sacrifice, which God didn’t like. They had 
many idols for the many things they knew they had no control over; a god for 
the wind and rain, a god for war. Life was at their mercy.  

It’s no different today. Normal looks like fitting a particular mould instead of 
embracing the uniqueness of your fingerprints. Normal takes away the 
particular purpose for which you were uniquely crafted. Worse still, it dims the 
unique beauty for which you were made - to show the image of the God who 
put the stars in their place.  

d) Masterplan 

“Listen to them and give them a king.” 

Pause and ponder 

• In what ways have you embraced what it is to be ‘normal’? Do you dance, 
laugh, and cry like you would really like to or feel like? 

• With all the the warns God gives Israel through Samuel, why do you think 
God allows them to go down this road? 

 



17 

1 Samuel 13:1-15 

Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel 
forty-two years. 

2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at 
Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan 
at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. 

3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard 
about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let 
the Hebrews hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the 
Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” 
And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. 

5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand[c] chariots, six 
thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. 
They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the 
Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard 
pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and 
cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and 
Gilead. 

Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with 
fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come 
to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring me the burnt 
offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt 
offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul 
went out to greet him. 

11 “What have you done?” asked Samuel. 

Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not 
come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 I 
thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have 
not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7491c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7491c
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13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the 
command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established 
your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; 
the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of 
his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” 

15 Then Samuel left Gilgal[d] and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul 
counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7501d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7501d
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“…But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought 
out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his 
people, because you have not kept the LORD’s command.”

1 Samuel 13:1-15 
After God’s heart 

a) Conscience in the squeeze 

Have you ever been in a situation where the two options before you are 1) to 
cut corners and get away with having done something you shouldn’t, or 2) to 
do what is right to do but at a great cost? How did you respond? 

Saul here has gathered the army. They are waiting for Samuel, the one to 
whom God speaks. Samuel is late and the people are getting anxious. If Saul 
waits any longer he won’t have an army to face their enemies with. What’s the 
choice? Either do the thing he isn’t supposed to and keep his army, or wait like 
he should and potentially face the enemy weaker.  

b) Bad maths 

There was one thing Saul forgot. He was never alone in the fight. The 
calculations he had made had not accounted for one thing: God. In a battle, 
the numbers matter. The more people you had on your side, the greater the 
chances of you winning. So for Saul, looking on to the impending battle, 
loosing people was a risk both to his kingdom - and the people in it - and to his 
own life (they didn’t treat defeated kings well).  

The maths at crisis point was clear. Do what you have to; ensure that you have 
numerical superiority over the enemy then you’d stand a chance against them.  

But this was bad maths.  

Israel was not a ‘normal’ nation. It wasn’t numerical superiority that set them 
free from Egypt; parted the Red sea and the river Jordan, brought down the 
walls of Jericho or kept them safe in this new land. It was the God who made 
his dwelling in their midst - the one whose strange box sat in the holy place at 
the temple. 



20 

If you forget that the one who is beside you can part seas and bring down 
fortresses at the sound of His voice, then you’ll make the bad mathematical 
calculation and make a decision you’ll regret.  

b) The heart 

“But he did not tell his uncle what Samuel had said about his kingship” 

Did you know your heart has eyes?  

There are things that we allow to shape what we do that rest at the core of 
who we are. For Saul, this was the opinion that others had of him. He was so 
used to being the least - from the smallest tribe in Israel - that when God set 
him aside for the amazing task of being the first ever king of Israel, Saul 
couldn’t share the news with his uncle. He couldn’t handle the possibility of not 
being anything other than ‘normal’. 

The gaze of Saul’s heart was towards people and not God. It defined who he 
was and in the end cos him the throne (which here represents the knowledge 
of God’s favour). When the chips were down, he didn’t look to what God 
wanted but to what others thought of him.  

We will see next week the contrast between a heart that is God focused and a 
heart that isn’t. 

Pause and ponder 

• What defines you, God’s opinion of you or other peoples opinion of you?  

• In a crisis, do you listen to your conscience or just do whatever is 
‘practical’? 
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1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are 
to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 
the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. 
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
stands here before the Lord.” 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But 
Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had 
Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the 
sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and 
had a fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon 
David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
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But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance 
or his height… the LORD does not look at the things man looks 
at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart

1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The good shepherd 

a) Grieving a failure 

Have you ever invested your life into something, only to see it fail because of 
someone else? There are usually a whole heap of questions that plague in 
those circumstances, one of which is to do with whether or not to ever try 
again.  

The pattern of Israel to this point in their story was one of hope and then 
disobedience and loss. There would be someone chosen to lead them who 
would be a symbol of hope but inevitably temptation and a rot in the heart 
would eventually lead them astray. Samuel had hoped that the king chosen by 
God would have done better, and perhaps with a king at the helm Israel would 
be unified. He had hoped they would turn a corner and at least have a focus.  

But Saul had let both Samuel and the nation down. In his impatience and 
disobedience he had foregone the one thing that would have made him the 
right king - God’s continued ascent. It is a lesson we will also pick up next 
week: the power that grants victory in the battle is not our own but 
God’s.  

b) The Master Planner 

This next part of the story links us to God’s bigger - whole of history - picture.  

First, God commissions Samuel again. There is nothing better than a new 
mission to bring someone out of the place of grieving a failure. God call’s 
Samuel again. He then names Samuel’s grief, acknowledging it as part of 
Samuel’s lived experience. He then reminds Samuel of Samuel’s purpose by 
giving him the one Job that - out of all the judges and prophets that had gone 
before - only Samuel had got to do: anointing a king. 
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c) The good shepherd 

What makes for a good shepherd? Strength, stature or love for the sheep?  

While his brothers had been called in to get clean and prepare to meet the 
prophet, David was left in the field with the sheep. There is no recorded word 
of complaint, nor is there any sense that he had an ego-centred demeanour. 
He is brought before Samuel, after God has reject all the older, taller, bigger 
brothers. He is brought without being ‘consecrated’, just a ‘ruddy’ young man 
who had stayed focused to his task until he was summoned.  

‘Rise and anoint him, he is the one’ 

This is a monumental moment. David is a direct ancestor of Jesus - who’s 
story we will dive into over Advent. David is responsible for a good number of 
the psalms - the prayers prayed and songs sung by Israel and the church for 
centuries. He is the king who fought Israel’s battles until they had conquered 
the land God had promised. He united them and steered their hearts the right 
way. And even though he eventually also failed, the pattern he set for what it 
meant to be a good king is unparalleled.   

The master planner, had revealed the kind of shepherd He was preparing for 
His sheep.  

Pause and ponder 

• Are there any areas of your life where you might need God’s help with 
starting again?  

• Is there a mission you can already sense God calling you to for which you 
need a dose of His courage for?  

Take time to pray 
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1 Samuel 17:38-49 
38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him 
and a bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic 
and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. 

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he 
took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones 
from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his 
sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming 
closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a 
boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to 
David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine 
cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to 
the birds and the wild animals!” 

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I 
will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, 
and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered 
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the 
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he 
slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his 
forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 
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David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and 
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the 
LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel… This day the 
LORD will hand you over to me…”

1 Samuel 17:38-49 
Faith against the Giants 

a) Giants 

Whether it is a necessary confrontation with an employer or colleague; an 
interview for a significant job; a tough conversation with a spouse, child, or 
partner; illness or loss, we will all one day face our own Goliath. When we do 
the choice will be simple, fear or courage.  

“This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other” 

In Goliath, the Philistines had found their champion. He altered the battle math 
by making more men that he could fight afraid to even try. The whole Isrealite 
army had lost the good math that ‘faith’ is. They had collectively - from the king 
to the pauper - forgotten the God who had given them victories against the 
odds. Each one was doing a God-exempt calculation, so no one would step 
up.  

Courage comes from a part of us that knows a deeper consequence than what 
might be immediately apparent. What follows a tough conversation about the 
truth is freedom. It might be a painful road, but it will be a road free of a deeper 
pain - the pain of pretence. This is the gift of Goliath, he exposed Israel to who 
they really were without God. Rather than turn God, each man embraced their 
feebleness and so the army was paralysed.  

b) Bears and lions 

The job that everyone in the army looked down upon was actually the one that 
gave David the qualities he needed to face Goliath. Shepherding was a solitary 
profession. One would lead the sheep away from the homestead into arid 
places in search of feeding grounds. In the Christmas stories, the shepherds 
are in the fields at night because that was where they had to be.  
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In a field at night, in the open, both shepherd and sheep were exposed. So to 
be a good shepherd meant being ready to fend off predators.  

“He lays down a table for me in the presence of my enemies” 

“he makes me lie down in green pastures”  

“Though I walk through the dark valley, I will fear no evil for though art with me. thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me.” 

 It wasn’t light duty, it was hard work. A good shepherd had peaceful sheep.  

David, for the love of his sheep, had faced down a lion and a bear. A human 
with neither sharp teeth no claws was not going to intimidate him. Why? 

“The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine”  

David’s maths wasn’t dependent purely upon his capacity. It was on something 
greater. The truth that you don’t just let sheep die without trying to save 
them. God’s compassion for Israel was something to depend on, if God’s 
compassion for sheep was enough that He would aid a young boy face a lion 
and a bear.  

c) Faith 

Faith is an inner knowing that is different and outweighs the circumstance. 
Courage is faith in action. With simple stones and no armour, David faces the 
giant and is victorious.  

Pause and ponder 

• What or who are the giants in your life? 

• Does your battle maths include God? 
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Take time to pray


The Lord is my shepherd;   
therefore I lack nothing. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures 
and leads me beside still waters. 

He shall refresh my soul  
and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil;  

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me;   

you have anointed my head with oil 
and my cup shall be full. 

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life,  

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 




